Systolic and diastolic mitral regurgitation in a patient with annulo-aortic ectasia demonstrated by color Doppler flow imaging.
A rare case of annulo-aortic ectasia is reported in a 65-year-old man who had aortic and mitral regurgitation during systole and diastole. He was hospitalized for further examination of the heart due to cardiomegaly and heart murmurs. Aortography revealed severe aortic regurgitation. On color Doppler flow imaging, we could detect red aortic regurgitant signals in the left ventricular cavity during diastole, and mosaic and blue mitral regurgitant signals in the left atrial cavity during systole and diastole associated with a relatively long R-R interval, respectively. The unique observation of diastolic mitral regurgitation is discussed.